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Photo: Summer school Child: group photo on the ‘acropolis’ of Fontecchio 


December 2 sees members of the Faro Network in Fontecchio 
celebrate its tenth year of making Faro real. A special community 
fest is organied for those who live in and love Fontecchio. The 
programme is packed with exchanges, concerts, walks, and a 
community dinner and is supported by the Council of Europe. 
Fontecchio practices Faro through actions such as a summer 
school and CHILD (Cultural Heritage, Identity, and Local 
Development). READ 
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VOICES, ARTS AND LANGUAGES OF EUROPEAN IDENTITIES 


Partners in Novi Sad, Fonteccio, Germany, Ireland, and Ukraine 
submitted a project under the EU CERV Call. It aims to give citizens 
the opportunity to take part in the debate on Europe and to play an 
active role in advancing the EU integration project. Engagement 
and participation of civil society in the different actions to be 
developed in Values will give the possibility not only to make 
people's voices heard but to co-create new forms of cooperation 
and deepen those stories and traditions that can help in redesigning 
tomorrow's European citizenship. VALuEs will provide an 
opportunity to focus on EU priorities through the lens of art and 
creativity. It will allow us to build a common ground for new 
narratives where everyone can recognize their values, interests, 
and new perspectives for a peaceful and bright future together. 


CONFERENCE, LIBSON 2024 


Welcome to the Faro Convention International Conference 2024 


Transforming through co-creation: 
participatory heritage practices 
tackling urban challenges 


29 January - 02 February 2024 //FAUP | University of Porto, Portugal 


Can heritage management go beyond participation’s good intentions? 
Since its adoption in 2005, the Faro Convention has aimed to promote 
more deliberative democratic processes with heritage communities. 
But what resources are there for local governments who want to make 
a change? You can read more HERE 


FARO IN A COURTYARD 
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In 2022, PAX, Cordoba, Spain, was recognized with the European 
Heritage Prize/Europa Nostra Award of the European Commission for 
its work in the consolidation of a "heritage community" around urban 
regeneration. During the two days of deliberation, local, regional, 
national, and international initiatives came together. special guests, 
La Paranza de Napoles, with which PAX shares the Europa Nostra 
2022 Prize. The sharing focused on the exchange of tactics and 
network support as it works at different levels in relation to the care of 
common urban assets, e.g., in areas of Mediterranean cities. 
Specifically, the value of the Spanish Faro network was proposed as 
a model currently under development. The exchanges also focused 
on topics of local concern, in particular the future of ‘Cines de verano 
de la Axerquia’, (summer season cinema), which came into sharp 
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focus following the death of artist Martin Cafuelo, who was the soul 
of the summer cinemas of Cordoba. 


Photo: PAX and Faro en un patio 


NEW PUBLICATION: NORWAY FOCUS 


Laia Colomer published her helpful monograph on participation in 
Norway. Many of us will recognise her assertion, "Summarising, 
Norwegian national legal provisions promote participation without any 
specific interest in implementing it, making participation symbolic. This 
tokenism reinforces experts’ and developers’ political-economic status 
quo". The full title of the monograph is "Participation and cultural 
heritage management in Norway. Who, when, and how people 
participate" In it, she notes that participation in democracy has been 
suggested as an inherent value of democracy by allowing citizens to 
participate in political decision-making. In 2008, Norway ratified the 
Faro Convention, justifying the existence of statutory participatory 
practices and community engagement. Her assessment of progress is 
that participatory mechanisms prevent the public from influencing 
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governance beyond the elections. Accordingly, cultural heritage 
management is still far from being considered a'sharing responsibility’ 
between citizens and authorities, as the Faro Convention calls for. 
READ 


MUSEUM OF MADDNESS, stovenia 


On June 24th and 25th 2023 Prosper Wanner and Ivana Voli¢ visited 
“Museum of Madness” situated in the Cmurek Castle in Trate. 


Museum of Maddness. Photo: Photo: Ivana Volic, 


The castle served as a psychiatric asylum from the end of the Second 
World War to 2004. Since 2013, members of the NGO have been 
collecting, documenting, and sharing personal memories and stories 
of villagers whose families often worked in the asylum. The Castle has 
become a place of memory accessible to the general public about life 
and work in the asylum and, more generally, about the relationship of 
institutions and society with people with mental health problems. The 
key topics the NGO is tackling are the human rights of people with 
disabilities as well as advocacy for cultural and natural heritage. The 
Museum of Madness would like to become a member of the Faro 
Network to share their experiences and raise the visibility of their 
actions on a wider European level. READ 


Museum of Maddness. Photo: Ivana Voli¢, 


Prosper Wanner and Hakan Demir visited the neighbourhood 
coperative, La Paranza in Naples, which wishes to become more 
active in the Faro Convention Network. It was a chance to see 
firsthand the dynamics and history of the neighborhood and how the 
cooperative is working to transform it into a positive and proud 
experience for the community. The means used include: local 
heritage resources; a strong sense of belonging; and the concept of 
home. Importantly, it also manages the attention tourism brings and 
tries to maintain a balance between the needs of the tourism 
industry and the quality of life that local communities want to 
maintain so that the local social fabric is not lost in the name of 
profit. The impact of real estate speculation already means that 
young people with a work contract can no longer buy a house in their 
neighborhood. The presence of new arrivals and minorities brings 
change and important regeneration to the community. READ 


Faro Meeting,Kaunas. Photo: D. Petrulis 


In 2024, there are various requests to participate in the Faro 
Convention Network from the Cooperativa La Paranza, Napoli, the 
Museum of Madness, and associations organizing heritage walks in 
the city of Kruszwica, Poland. We will organize a coffee talk in 2024 
to learn more about the work of these groups. We also plan to share 
other initiatives, such as an artistic exchange with Senegal and 
exploring cultural rights and linguistic parameters with Bordeaux. In 
the meantime, you can listen to the latest edition recorded after our 
annual assembly in Kaunas. 


What about the Faro Convention? This conversation 
explores how community art can be a driver for practicing the Faro 
Convention. LISTEN 


All of us in the Faro Convention Network want to send our best 
wishes and an affectionate note of our appreciation for all the work 
of our Serbian friend, Jovana Poznan. We wish her well upon her 
departure from the Council of Europe Faro Secretariat and for the 
work ahead at the OECD in Paris. 


